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The Purpose of the Stark County Fatherhood Coalition 

is to Encourage Fathers to take an Active and Positive 

Role in their Child’s Life, and to Promote and Sponsor 

Activities Designed to Strengthen Families.

The Fatherhood Coalition also Works to Educate the 

Community on the Importance of having Two Parents 

Actively Involved in a Child’s Life, and Plans Activities 

to Achieve that Purpose.
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Members of the Stark County Fatherhood Coalition 

Includes:

- Alliance City Schools Buckeye Health Plan

- Canton City Schools Canton City Health Dept.

- Canton Parks & Recreation Community Legal Aid

- ECRC Goodwill Industries

- Massillon City Schools Men’s Challenge

- Men Making a Difference Mount Union University

- OSU Extension Office Paramount Advantage 

- Spirit of Faith Church Stark Child Support Agency

- Stark Children Services Stark Metro Housing Authority

- Stark State College Cong. Bob Gibbs Office
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Structure of Fatherhood Coalition:

 Program Administrator – Matt Lytle

 Chairperson of the Coalition – Rob Pierson

 Co-Chair of the Coalition – John Petit

 Secretary of the Coalition – Michelle Mayle

 Member-at-Large – Shawn Crable

 Member-at-Large – Mildred Gurley

 Member-at-Large – Jim Molnar 
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How It All Began in Stark County:

In 2010 Stark County received $10,000 in Seed 

Money from the Ohio Commission on 

Fatherhood to Implement a Fatherhood 

Program.
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Founding Members were:

 Stark County Community Action Agency (Lead 

Agency)

 Stark County Child Support Agency

 Goodwill Industries

 Early Childhood Resource Center

 Stark County Family Court

 Domestic Violence Project

 Stark County Children Services 
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How the Seed Money was used:

Fatherhood Summit Conducted on May 19, 2011 at the 

McKinley Grand Hotel in Canton.

 Purpose of the Summit was to develop a community strategy to 

advance and strengthen fatherhood.

 Nearly 50 individuals from 28 entities participated.

 Keynote Speaker was former State Legislator and former 

Cuyahoga County Commissioner Peter Lawson Jones.

 Tracy Robinson from the Ohio Commission on Fatherhood and 

Eric Vecere from the National Fatherhood Initiative also 

addressed the audience.
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How the Seed Money was used:

 3 “Bridging the Gap” Forums for Custodial and Non-

Custodial Parents were conducted in Canton and 

Alliance in 2011 and 2012.

 Child Support Warrant Amnesty Day on April 14, 

2011.

 Fathers Day Cookout June of 2012.

 Fathers Walk Your Child to School Day September 

2012.

 Advertising and Promotional Materials in 2013.
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In the middle of 2012 due to Funding Constraints 

Experienced by the Stark County Community Action 

Agency, they could no longer financially support the 

Fatherhood Coalition or serve as the lead agency.

Recognizing the importance of the program, Stark 

County Job and Family Services took over as lead 

agency and began making an annual contribution of 

$5,000 to the Coalition’s Activities Fund.
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When this Transition Occurred, the Coalition had 3 

Major Events Planned or In Place that We were 

Committed to Continue Sponsoring or Co-Sponsoring:

 Child Support Warrant Amnesty Day

 Fathers Walk Your Child to School Day

 Fishing Rodeo Father’s Day Weekend

We also wanted to continue to expand our program 

and positive impact on our community.
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The Road Map for the Fatherhood Coalition to 

Expand was by:

 Serving as a referral center to forward fathers to 

existing programs in the community.

 Educate the community on why fathers mattered.

 Develop new programs that benefited fathers and 

their children.

 Involve the schools whenever possible.

 Become a 501(c)(3) Non-Profit

 Look for new funding to support Fatherhood efforts.
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In 2014 the Fatherhood Coalition began a serious 

campaign to Educate the Community on the 

Importance of Fathers in the Lives of their Children.

The vehicle used was a documentary titled 

“Fatherhood 101”.

 Film was co-produced by Peter Lawson Jones and 

directed by Marquette Williams.

 Both celebrities and everyday people are interviewed 

on what it meant to have, or not have, a father in 

their life growing up.
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In promoting the Importance of Fatherhood thru the 

showing of this documentary we had:

 Stark County premier of the film at the Palace               

Theater in Canton on October 23, 2014.

 Shown at the Lincoln Theater in Massillon.

 High Schools, Churches, Community Centers

 Ohio’s Statewide Child Support Conference and 

at local Child Support agencies to county staff.

 State and Federal Prisons in Ohio  
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Funding the Expansion of the Fatherhood 

Coalition:

 TANF dollars for Expungement/CQE Program 

 Relationship with the Pro Football Hall of Fame

 THRIVE dollars for New Fatherhood Programs

 Federal Grants Received by Stark CSEA also 

created opportunities for fathers

 Sisters of Charity of Canton
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Expungement/CQE Program in Stark County:

 Discussion of a Expungement and CQE program 

began in November of 2013 when Family Court 

Judge Mike Howard formed a work group to 

potentially develop a program in our county.

 Members of the group included the Family Court, 

Community Legal Aid, the CSEA, the Fatherhood 

Coalition and the United Way.
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The CSEA and Fatherhood Coalition was 

successful in Obtaining Dollars to Fund an 

Expungement/CQE Program.

 Participants in the Right Path Employment Parenting 

Program would have federal grant dollars pay for the 

services.

 PRC/TANF dollars would fund NCPs outside of Right 

Path and for qualifying Custodial Parents.

 Community Legal Aid thru a contract with the CSEA 

would provide the services.
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Program Numbers December 2014 thru March 

2019:

 80 Expungements issued

 25 CQEs issued
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Relationship Developed with Pro Football Hall 

of Fame has been Significant to our Program

 Expanded Events for Low-Income Fathers and their 

Children to Attend.

 Provided Opportunities for the Fatherhood Coalition 

to Earn Income for our Activities Fund. 
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Opportunities Pro Football Hall of Fame 

Provides to the Coalition to Volunteer and Earn 

Money for the Activities Fund:

 Serve as Cashiers during the 4 Day Enshrinement 

Festival in August at the Hall of Fame.

 In April of this Year Served Wine and Beer at the 

Hall of Fame’s Wine Expo.

 In September we will be Serving Beverages at the 

Hall of Fame’s Beer Festival.
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THRIVE has Been a Vital Partner in Funding 

the Following New Programing:

 Provide the 34% local share for our Fatherhood 

Program Administrator Position.

 Provide 100% funding for our Community Health 

Worker in the THRIVE Program.

 Provide 100% funding for our Parenting Time Order 

Program.

 Provide funding to Coalition member ECRC for 

Fatherhood Services.
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Fathers in our Community have Benefited from two 

Federal Grants Stark County Child Support  Received 

to work with NCPs in Positive Programing:

 Right Path for Fathers Partnership which was an 

Employment and Parenting Program (2012 to 2018).

 Procedural Justice Informed Alternatives to 

Contempt (PJAC) grant which is a diversion program 

to court action, contempt, and jail time (2016 to 

2021).
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A Sisters of Charity of Canton grant, along with 

funds from THRIVE, have allowed Right Path 

to continue providing services.

 Received a Federal Waiver to continue the project 

with 66% Federal Financial Participation.

 Goodwill conducts the Employment/Job Readiness 

Classes and ECRC conducts the Parenting Classes.

 During the Federal Grant period 81% of NCPs who 

completed the classes (or left early due to finding a 

job) became employed. 
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Other New Programs Sponsored by the 

Fatherhood Coalition:

 Columbus Charge Basketball Game in December 

2018

 Canton Art Museum for Father/Child in April 2019

 Fatherhood 5K Race Fundraiser May 18, 2019
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Community Outreach and Education 

Continues:

 The Fatherhood Coalition attends Resource Fairs 

and Events in our Community to Educate the Public 

on Services and Programs available for Fathers.

 The Fatherhood Coalition for the past 18 months 

sponsored 4 SARTA buses with a “Bus Wrap” 

promoting the Fatherhood Coalition, and the 

importance of Dads spending time with their 

children.
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Our Partners and their Programs Combined 

with Specific Programs the Fatherhood 

Coalition Sponsors Is Making A Difference in 

Stark County Each and Every Day!
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Questions???

Rob.Pierson@jfs.ohio.gov

(330) 451-8111

mailto:Rob.Pierson@jfs.ohio.gov

