
ForeverDads  
– strengthening families one dad at a time. 

ForeverDads encourages, educates and equips men to develop 
positive relationships with their children, family and community. 



James McDonald – the Founder of  ForeverDads, pioneered the way in which our 
community views services to fathers and families – he reaffirmed that “Fathers Matter”. 
 
Through his over 35 years in the mental health service field at Six County, Inc., of  which he 
is now the Executive Director, he saw the generational pattern of  how father absence 
impacted the family structure. 
 
From this vantage point, began the Muskingum County Fatherhood Initiative which 
became ForeverDads – the goal was to celebrate and strengthen fatherhood.  The end 
result is that children would be raised by a healthy father and mother. 
 
While we have much work to do, through his continued leadership as now immediate past 
president of  the ForeverDads Board of  Directors, he has continued to wave the banner for 
our community to become engaged in our efforts. 

James McDonald 



Burl Lemon 

Through the oncoming leadership of  Burl Lemon, ForeverDads became a not-for-profit 
501©(3) in June 2006. The formation of  a Board of  Directors and the continued 
cooperation with the Family and Children First Council, this organization was on its way to 
become the unique entity it is known as today. 
 
Built on the free enterprise model concept, Burl picked up where James left off.  Through 
developing community partnerships that would multiply the strength, corral the resources 
and expand the horizons of  programming, activities, events, fundraising projects and 
community collaboration for a standalone community-based nonprofit Corporation. 
 
Due to the continued investment of  the Ohio Commission on Fatherhood through grant 
funding, private and public foundations, church and community as well as private sector 
donors and other grant opportunities, we have continued to become self-sustaining. 



    
   

  

   
  

   
    
   
   

  
   
 

   
   

    
    

  
  

 

The legacy of  families has been 
the foundation of  ForeverDads. 

Strengthening responsible 
fatherhood and increasing father 
presence is our cause. 

Welcome Home – 
Our center has become home to a wide variety of  
individuals including our Restored Citizens. 



    
   

  

   
  

   
    
   
   

  
   
 

   
   

    
    

  
  

 

For generations, this very place 
has been an open door to the 
families we serve. 

The Center for Fathers & Families 
In 1840, this was Putnam High School, then became James 
Madison Elementary School, thereafter became James 
Madison Family Learning Center and is now The Center for 
Fathers and Families.  



    
   

  

   
  

   
    
   
   

  
   
 

   
   

    
    

  
  

 

Our Mission - 

To encourage, educate, equip 
men to develop positive 
relationships with their 
children, family and 
community. 

 

Our vision - 
ForeverDads will a driving force in the community for the development of  healthy families, 
transforming the lives of  men as fathers to be full partners in raising their children. 



    
   

  

   
  

   
    
   
   

  
   
 

   
   

    
    

  
  

 



    
   

  

   
  

   
    
   
   

  
   
 

   
   

    
    

  
  

 



    
   

  

   
  

   
    
   
   

  
   
 

   
   

    
    

  
  

 



    
   

  

   
  

   
    
   
   

  
   
 

   
   

    
    

  
  

 



    
   

  

   
  

   
    
   
   

  
   
 

   
   

    
    

  
  

 



    
   

  

   
  

   
    
   
   

  
   
 

   
   

    
    

  
  

 

Parents in Healthy Families.  
The job of  parents.  
 
Children in Healthy Families.  
The job of  kids.  
 
Adult Relationships.  
The importance of  adults working  
together in families.  

As Children Grow —  
   Change in Healthy Families.  
Dealing with family change.  
 
Solving Family Problems.  
Sex, Drugs, and You.  
Passing on Your Values to Your Children.  



    
   

  

   
  

   
    
   
   

  
   
 

   
   

    
    

  
  

 



    
   

  

   
  

   
    
   
   

  
   
 

   
   

    
    

  
  

 



    
   

  

   
  

   
    
   
   

  
   
 

   
   

    
    

  
  

 



    
   

  

   
  

   
    
   
   

  
   
 

   
   

    
    

  
  

 



    
   

  

   
  

   
    
   
   

  
   
 

   
   

    
    

  
  

 



Honoring the Legacy of  Fatherhood 









    
   

  

   
  

   
    
   
   

  
   
 

   
   

    
    

  
  

 

President for a season, Leader for a Lifetime 
Rick Lawyer (absent) 2006-2008, Allen Bennett 2009-2011, James McDonald 2012-2014, Ben Hess 2015-present 
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