












June 2021: Responsible Fatherhood Month
APPLICATION INSTRUCTIONS

In recognition of the importance of involved, committed and supportive fathers, the Ohio Department of Job and Family Services (ODJFS) on behalf of the Ohio Commission on Fatherhood (OCF) seeks to award mini-grants to not-for-profit organizations and/or government entities to provide father-child events during the month of June. Funding is available up to $3,500.00.  Funds for the events will be made available on a reimbursement basis. All expenditures must be made during the month of June 2021. Advance funding is not available.

For the purposes of this funding opportunity, a father is defined as a biological, custodial, legal, adoptive, or expectant father, grandfather, stepfather, or adult male family member serving in a father role for children
age 21 or younger.

To be eligible for the Responsible Fatherhood Month grant award, the proposed event must include the following:

1.   An informational presentation during the event that addresses the importance of responsible fatherhood and its impact on children’s lives;

2.   Activities during the event involving positive father-child interactions; and

3.   Local service providers, organizations, and agencies must be at the event and provide resources and information that promotes responsible fatherhood (e.g., local child support agency, OhioMeansJobs, etc.).

SUBMISSION

Only one (1) application may be submitted per organization.  The following documents must be scanned as a single PDF and submitted as an email attachment emailed to fathers@jfs.ohio.gov with the subject line: “Responsible Fatherhood Month Application”:  

1.   IRS 501(c)(3) tax status determination letter. If the applicant is a government entity, applicant must state that is the reason that the IRS letter is not included;

2.   Standard Affirmation & Disclosure Form.  Make sure all pages are submitted including the signature page;	Comment by MONICA MAHONEY: Include link and make sure version on https://fatherhood.ohio.gov/Special-Programs/Responsible-Fatherhood-Month is the current version

3.  Completed Application which can be found at https://fatherhood.ohio.gov/Special-Programs/Responsible-Fatherhood-Month.; and 

4.  Draft flyer promoting the event.  The flyer should include the OCF logo.

APPLICATION DEADLINE

Interested applicants must submit an electronic copy of their complete application with all required documents to fathers@jfs.ohio.gov by 3:00PM on ____________, labeled “Responsible Fatherhood Month Application” as the e-mail subject line.   ONLY THOSE APPLICATIONS RECEIVED AT THIS E-MAIL ADDRESS BY THE SPECIFIED DEADLINE ARE ELIGIBLE FOR CONSIDERATION.  ODJFS is not responsible for applications delivered to any other e-mail address. Hard copies and faxed copies of application will not be considered.	Comment by MONICA MAHONEY: Insert date

BUDGET
Allowable budget items include:

1.   Purchase of fatherhood curriculum (e.g., Nurturing Fathers, 24/7 Dads, Boot Camp For New
Dads);

2.   Equipment rentals (e.g., tables, chairs, audio visual, lecterns);

3.   Event marketing materials (e.g., graphic design, newspaper and radio spots to market event details);

4.   Cost for keynote speakers; and/or

5.   Printing and printing related supplies.

Items that are not eligible for reimbursement include, but are not limited to:

1.   Food and beverage;

2.   Entertainment (disk jockey, bounce houses, games, clowns, tickets to zoos, tickets to museums, tickets to sporting events, etc.);

3.   Raffles or prizes; 

4.   Health care activities (medical screenings, medical equipment); and

5.  Equipment having a useful life of more than one year (tablet, projector, laptop, etc.)


[bookmark: _GoBack]IF SELECTED FOR FUNDING

Each selected applicant will be required to sign a grant agreement with ODJFS.   The selected applicants will be required to submit invoices using an ODJFS invoice format and provide receipts for actual allowable costs incurred.  Upon submission of appropriate invoices and supporting documentation, ODJFS will reimburse grantees for actual allowable expenditures.   Funding for Responsible Fatherhood Month is only available for the June 2021 Fatherhood events and all expenditures must be made on or before by June 30, 2021.  The award of funds is contingent upon the availability of funding to the State of Ohio and certification of funds pursuant to Ohio Revised Code 126.07.  ODJFS is under no obligation to award any funds for this project and may cancel or postpone the selection process at any time if for any reason ODJFS decides not to proceed. All selections of applicants for funding are subject to certain legal and administrative reviews prior to being finalized.
The actual number of grants to be awarded will be based on appropriated funding levels available to the program, and the number of grant applications which are in accordance with the Application Instructions. OCF shall review all applications submitted and select recipients to receive grants for the father-child events.

All things being equal, OCF will recommend funding the highest scoring applicants; however, ODJFS may, at its sole discretion, take statewide geographic distribution and diversity into its selection decisions. Bonus points will be given to those applicants who have not previously received funding from OCF and/or in counties not currently receiving funding from OCF. 

If selected for funding, applicants must agree to participate in a social media campaign, taking photos of fathers and children who attend their event using branding from http://thatsmydadmovement.org/ and allowing OCF to post the photos on the OCF website. Signed releases must be obtained from the fathers.

In the event of any surplus of funds after all qualified applications are considered (e.g., an insufficient number of qualified applications were received; some of those selected for award requested funding below the $3,500 level; and/or, following initiation of project activities the agreements of one or more awardees were terminated prior to use of all funding), ODJFS will reserve the right to determine whether or how to distribute unused or uncommitted funds.	Comment by MONICA MAHONEY: Make sure this is the amount to be awarded in 2021



REQUIREMENTS FOR FUNDED EVENTS

By submitting an application for this funding, all organizations agree that, if selected for grant award, it will comply with the following requirements:

1.   Sign and promptly return the ODJFS grant agreement that will be provided following the
ODJFS’ award announcements;

2.   Coordinate with the assigned ODJFS Agreement Manager responsible for overseeing the performance of grant requirements; and

3.   Include the OCF logo on the event agenda and all promotional materials distributed at the event.

All questions regarding the application process must be submitted via OCF e-mail address at fathers@jfs.ohio.gov. OCF’s answers to all questions asked via e-mail will be posted on the OCF website (http://fatherhood.ohio.gov) for public reference by any interested party. OCF will not provide answers directly to the applicant who submitted the question. No other forms of communication will be accepted.	Comment by MONICA MAHONEY: Do you want questions sent to JFS or OCA?



Thank you for your interest in the June 2021 Responsible Fatherhood Month Request for Grant
Applications.
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