The Office of Multicultural Student Access and
Retention and Links Ambassadors Presents:

Screening and Workshop

* 72% of black children are raised in single
parent households

* 66% of black children do not live with their
biological father

* Children who grow up without a father are
5 times more likely to commit crime, 9 times
more likely to drop out of school, and 20
times more likely to end up in prison

This screening and workshop is based on the
Jordan Thierry documentary and is desighed
to create awareness about the impact of
fatherhood and fatherlessness.

) Saturday, April 21, 2012
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National Pan-Hellenic Council

-4 ‘ \ 'gBlaCl( DIVERSITY.
N ; Stu_dent ACCESS i
. sponsored by c sUnion QU




» - N .
A Dream Chase Media Production .
A JofdanThierry Film

F THE BILACK FATHBER HOOD PROJECT

Screening
Workshop
Proposal

D

SR

S W sty

surhdl

-

Cinematography by Hans Chales erbertTlr Assoa Podueer  Levll MeKimey Vaness e Aut ietorCatos Benitex Witen, Dieted, e and Produced byJortn Thiewy | The Black Fatherhood Project” |wmblekathethoodyioject comINOT RATED




P S N
“There will always be men struggling to change,
and there will always be those who are

controlled by the past.”
-Ernest J. Gaines

Overview

First-time filmmaker Jordan Thierry offers context and conversation in this honest
exploration of fatherhood in Black America. Through a telling of his own story and
interviews with historians, he traces the roots of the fatherless Black home and reveals a
history much more complex and profound than is often told. Putting that history into
perspective is a dialogue among fathers discussing their experiences, inspirations, and
insight on how communities can come together to ensure the power of a father’s love is

not lost on America’s Black children.



Black Family Issues
At-A-Glance

Almost 70% of black children in the
U.S. are born into a single, female-
headed household.

There are nearly 1 million Black men
incarcerated on any given day, half of
which are fathers of on average two
children.

There are nearly 1 million black
children on any given day with a father
who is incarcerated.

Black students graduated high school at
a rate of 42% in 2007, second lowest
of all the ethnic groups, behind Native
American students.

The percentage of all American
children who are Black is 15%, yet the
percentage of all Black children in
foster care is 32%.

At the end of 2006 there were an
estimated 1.1 million people living with
HIV infection, of which almost half
(46%) were Black. While Blacks
represent approximately 12 percent of
the U.S. population, we continue to
account for a higher proportion of
cases at all stages of HIV/AIDS

Nearly a quarter (24.5%) of the Black
population lives below the poverty
level, according to the Census Bureau’s
latest statistics.

Screening Workshops

The Black Fatherhood Project is a film and
nonprofit organization established to engage
communities across the United States and
beyond on the issue of families and fatherhood.
The nonprofit arm of the project engages
parents, teens, mentors, and community
members through film screening workshops on
topics related to sustaining and strengthening
the family unit through love, responsibility, and
equity-seeking public policy, particularly in a
Black American context but applicable to all
people.

The Black Fatherhood Project offers screening
workshops tailored for particular groups
including:

* College and university students

* High school students

* Incarcerated men and women

* Parents

* Mentors

* Social service providers

* Philanthropists

* Journalists and bloggers

* Educators

* Activists

® Public administrators and policymakers

For more information about booking a screening
workshop at your institution, email Jordan
Thierry at blackfatherhoodproject@gmail.com.




ABOUT THE DIRECTOR

Jordan Thierry is a Portland, Oregon native and a graduate of the University of
Oregon’s School of Journalism and Communication. While at the University of
Oregon, he co-directed the Student Multicultural Center, served as President of
the National Association of Black Journalists Chapter, and co-founded BRIDGES to
Higher Education, a high school-to-college tracking program for high school
students of color in Oregon. He also directed and produced the short documentary
Footprints in the Struggle: The Beatrice Cannady Story, as his senior project. This
short documentary aired on Oregon Public Broadcasting, and was nominated for a
Regional Emmy in the Best Student Short Documentary category by the Northwest
Chapter of National Association of Television Arts and Sciences in 2006.

Immediately following his graduation from the University of Oregon, Jordan went
on to pursue a Master’s degree in the Mass Communications and Media Studies
program at Howard University, where he finished in 2009. During graduate school,
Jordan worked as a Program Coordinator at the National Coalition on Black Civic
Participation, specifically coordinating the Black Youth Vote! program. After a year
of Americorps service as an educator in Newark, New Jersey, Jordan moved on to
become a Program Associate at the Funders’ Committee for Civic Participation
based in Portland, Oregon, where he currently resides. He is committed to seeking
social change through rich dialogue and spirited action.



A Look at Some Voices From the Film

Carlos Crutch

Carlos is a divorced father of four children, ranging in ages from 5 to 27. Carlos has maintained an
active and supportive role with each of his children and believes that it is his responsibility to
help each child develop and enhance their ability to be critical thinkers and productive citizens.
Carlos is employed by the State of Oregon Department of Human Services as a manager.

Dr. Charles Lewis

Dr. Lewis is a faculty member at Howard University’s School of Social Work. He specializes in
African American males. He received his Ph.D in social policy analysis from Columbia University.
His most recent publication is titled: Incarceration and the earnings and employment of unwed

fathers in fragile families. Journal of Sociology and Social Welfare.

Dr. Donald Roe

Dr. Roe is a professor and Director of the Undergraduate Program in the Department of History
at Howard University. His research interests include African American Images in mass media, film
and archives, and the desegregation of public schools. He is a veteran of the Vietham war, and
former archivist in the Motion Picture, Sound, and Video Branch at the National Archives.

Elson Nash

Elson is a father and husband residing in the Washington, DC metro area. He says his favorite
part of his day is when he gets home from work and plays with his son, Amiri. He has a strong
background in mentorship and non-profit organizing, and currently is the Acting Director of Learn
and Serve America at the Corporation for National Community Service.

Jamil Berry

Jamil is non-custodial father of one son. He became a young father while a college student at the
University of Oregon, which he attended on a full academic scholarship. His father was
incarcerated for the majority of his youth, and his single grandmother in Portland, Oregon raised
him. He works for PCC Structurals in Portland, Oregon.

Tony Johnson

Tony is a father and stepfather of four children. He has weekend custody of his son, for
which he commutes from southern California to the Bay area to see on weekends. He
lives with his wife and three stepchildren in Rialto, CA.

Ty Gray-El

Ty is a single father of three boys, and 1 daughter. He has overcome a history filled with
adversity, including drug abuse, incarceration, and being left to raising children on his own.
He is an author, poet, actor, educator, columnist and minister. He resides in the Washington,

DC metro area.

PO Box 33530, Portland, Oregon 97292
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PLEASE PRINT LEGIBLY

OHIO

UNIVERSITY

LINKS AMBASSADORS
Education for Change Campaign
The Black Fatherhood Project
REGISTRATION FORM

Saturday April 21, 2012
11:30am-4:30pm
Grosvenor Hall

Name (Last)

(First)

Local Address

City

State

Zip

Campus Telephone

Cell

Email

(Please check all that applies)

Status: = Freshman ]Sophomore  Junior A Senior dAumni A Visiting Institution

Twitter

Scholarship: = Temp durban dAppy Akcp doula dGeneral Scholar

Gender: A Male dFemale

Are you interested in Black/Multicultural male and/or female Mentorship?

dvyes ANo

Dietary Restrictions: dyes dNo

If yes, please list

DEADLINE FOR REGISTRATION:

Your registration must be received no later than Friday, April 13, 2012

Please return your form to the Office for Multicultural Student Access & Retention
(OMSAR), Lindley Hall 052 or via email to Brandi Baker at bakerb2@ohio.edu
Also, please take a look at the movie trailer here:
http://blackfatherhoodproject.com/?page_id=19

Sponsored by:

LINKS AMBASSADORS, Black Student Union, National Pan-Hellenic Council, Multicultural Greek Council,
Multicultural Programs, African American Studies, Diversity Access & Equity, Office of Multicultural Student Access

and Retention (OMSAR)



FATHERLESS BY DESIGN TO FATHERHOOD BY INTENTION WORKSHOP

To present at Cornell College

Workshop curriculum written by Jordan Thierry and Ty Gray-EL

Workshop Objective: The goal of this workshop is to build awareness among participants of
the systematic challenges facing family life and to engage participants to
think critically about the roles within the family unit and core values
essential to family sustainability.

Workshop Total Time 4 hours (with breaks)

Materials: Television and DVD player OR projector and screen, large chart paper
pad, scrap paper, markers.

Host Organization: ‘ Cornell College

Getting to Know Each Other (15 mins)

your favorite TV family? Why?

Participants will go around the room and introduce themselves, and BRIEFLY answer the question: Who is

Part 1: Introduction to Issue (75 mins)

unique history and tradition of fatherhood | 1.
and family life.

* There are cultural as well as systematic 2.
problems affecting black family strength
today.

* There is a broad array of models and 3.

definitions for masculinity and fatherhood
that one can use to build her or his own.

4.

Key Points: Method (how will you get your points across effectively
* As with other cultures, black people have a | to your students?):

Screen the documentary film: The Black Fatherhood
Project.

On a scrap paper, participants will write down 10
“lead” words that they hear or think of while viewing
the film.

After film, in large or small groups, students provide
general feedback on the film and write one of the
LEAD words on the large chart paper (they must write
a word that hasn’t been used yet).

SNACK BREAK

Part 2: No Family is Perfect (30 mins)

Facilitator:

1. First, the facilitator will set forth the safe space
policy: that information shared will stay within
the group and will all will show respect without
judgment.

2. Facilitator will begin by showing a short scene
from a TV family show like The Cosby Show,
and discuss why he/she does not really accept
this as a realistic common family experience.

3. The facilitator will then share his/her own
unique family experience, and aspects that
they thought were positive and negative.

Participants:

1. Break into small groups and each share one
aspect of a family (could be their own, could be a
family they know well, etc) that they thought was
healthy and positive, and one aspect that they
thought was not healthy and positive.

2. Participants share out voluntarily: Did you all find
any commonalities in your responses?




Part 3: Exploring Cultural and Family Values (60 mins)

Facilitator:

1. Facilitator presents a selection of media or literature to lead

off segment of workshop.

2. The facilitator returns to the LEAD words and participants
circle which ones could be considered “values”.

3. Facilitator selects the five or so values that are most common
within the groups. Assigns participants to break into NEW
small groups based on the different values, and create a
Definition for that particular value.

Participants:

1. Participants and facilitator discuss
the notion of a particular VALUE
that is relevant to the media
selection. This introduces the
concept of values.

2. Participants return to small
groups assigned with the task of
listing core values important to
family sustainability. A
spokesperson shares them out for
each group.

4. Facilitator will ask participants about the challenges of coming | 3. Each table will be given one of the

to a consensus on the definition of that value, and explain that
while it is ok to have different perspectives, when two or more
people decide to raise a family together, they must work to
come to a consensus on the values they wish to instill in their

children and daily family life.

values, and participants will go to
the table that they wish to work
on the definition for. Once they
come up with a definition
together, they will write it on the
Chart paper and a spokesperson
will present to large group.

4. SNACK BREAK

Part 4: Exploring Systematic Challenges and Solutions (60 mins)

Facilitator:

1. Facilitator presents a selection
of media or literature to lead off
segment of workshop.

2. Facilitator assigns participants to

create a web that lists the socio-
economic-political challenges
that influence family
sustainability.

3. Facilitator presents the
Community Level Change Model
(see below) to the participants,
and explains the model briefly.

Participants:
1. Participants discuss one aspect of a particular systematic

challenge/barrier that is relevant to the media selection.

. Participants break into NEW small groups and create a web

listing the socio-economic-political challenges that influence
family sustainability. When finished, a spokesperson from each
group shares the web.

. Participant groups select one of the challenge/barriers in their

web, and identify where it exists on the model.

. Participants go back to the small groups and create a solution

plan for that particular challenge/barrier (solutions can range
from policy ideas, action groups, media campaigns, whatever—
we encourage creativity and possibility.)

. Participants present their ideas and receive feedback on them

from other groups.

Closing: Facilitator provides list of resources for continued engagement on the topic of family
sustainability. Group reflects by sharing out take-aways, and filling out the exit form.




COMMUNITY LEVEL CHANGE MODEL

Development facilitated by Patricia Bowie and Cheryl Wold in partnership with
The Children's Council, the Magnolia Place Network, and First 5 LA



Name (optional)

Exit Slip

1. What did you expect from this workshop?

2. What did you get out of this workshop?

3. What did you want more of?
4, What part could you have done without?
5. What, if any, actions will you take as a consequence of participating in this

workshop?
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