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OCF Grantees
Grantee Site Visit: OCF staff has visited six of the OCF-funded grantees and scheduled visits to the remaining two fatherhood programs (Action for Children and HARCATUS).  During these visits OCF staff meets with key grantee personnel to observe programming and ensure that grantees are using approved fatherhood curriculum, best practices, evaluation materials and monthly reports as required by OCF.  During April and May we visited:
· Columbus Urban League in Columbus
·  Wood Sandusky Ottawa Seneca Community Action (WSOS) in Fremont
·  Urban Light Ministries in Springfield
· Spirit of Peace in Dayton
· Charisma Community Connections in Akron
· Talbert House in Cincinnati

Grantee Conference Calls: In addition to monthly conference calls with mandatory participation by all grantees, OCF staff conducted several individual teleconference calls to follow up on things observed during the site visits and to answer grantee questions regarding OCF evaluation forms and procedures.  OCF held conference calls with staff from:
· Charisma Community Connections 
· Spirit of Peace
· Urban Light Ministries

RFPs
Evaluator RLB Review:  OCF staff participated on the grant application review team and selected an evaluator for the fatherhood grantees.  The evaluator will develop tools and methods to be used by the grantees and by ODJFS to capture and analyze data that measures program effectiveness and success.
RFP Concept Paper:  Sue Cook, OCF TANF reviewer, drafted a concept paper outlining the requirements for an RFP to secure a trainer to develop materials and curriculum for community fatherhood initiative and to train representatives from interested counties and OCF staff.  The concept paper was sent to the Office of Contracts and Acquisitions to assist them in drafting the RFP.
County Meetings
Cuyahoga County CSEA Meeting: OCF staff traveled to Cleveland to meet with the new director of the Cuyahoga County JFS, Dr. Richard Jones, Deputy Directors of Cuyahoga CSEA, Al Grimes of Cuyahoga County Fatherhood Initiative and OCF Commissioner Steve Killpack.  They discussed possible future collaborations with Cuyahoga County including the upcoming Ohio County Fatherhood Initiative and federal demonstration grants.   
Fairfield County JFS Director Meeting: OCF staff met with Carri Brown, Fairfield County JFS Director to discuss possible collaboration on a pending federal Special Improvement Project grant regarding child support and parenting time as well as expanding premature parenting prevention curriculum “No Kidding Ohio,” that has been successfully implemented in high schools throughout Fairfield County. 
Montgomery County CSEA and Fatherhood Meeting: OCF staff visited with the Director of Montgomery County CSEA, Bob Gruhl and the Montgomery County Social Policy Coordinator, Mike Newsom.  The discussion included goals, grant applications, policy refinement, service delivery, and other child support, children services, and fatherhood program plans.  Attendees also discussed how Montgomery County can partner with OCF to promote responsible fatherhood throughout their county.  

Summit County Children Services Meeting:  During the site visit to Charisma Community Connections (CCC) in Akron, OCF staff also met with Jeanne Bennett and Ann Reams from Summit County Children Services.  They have an active partnership with CCC

Hamilton County Child Support Meeting:  During the site visit to Talbert House, OCF staff also met with representatives from Hamilton County Child Support to close the gap between fatherhood programs and child support.  Also met with representatives from Smart Money Community Services (a BAFF partner) to discuss possible referrals from Talbert House.

Presentations and Webinars
OCF Presentations: OCF staff was invited to share information about the Ohio Commission on Fatherhood and made presentations to:
· Ohio Barber Board 
· Ohio House of Representatives and Ohio Senate legislative staff

National Fatherhood Webinar: OCF staff participated in a national fatherhood webinar sponsored by The Whitehouse Office for Faith-Based and Neighborhood Partnerships.  The three presenters spoke about responsible fatherhood, a father’s experience while incarcerated, and the affects of father absence on youth crime.

Ohio State University (OSU) event with Dr. Ronald Mincy: The Director met with Professor Ronald Mincy, Ph.D and attended his lecture, “Opportunities and Challenges in Low Income Fatherhood” at OSU.  Dr. Mincy is Director of Columbia University Center for Research on Fathers, Children, and Family Well-Being and is a nationally recognized expert on fatherhood.

BAFF
Building Assets for Fathers and Families (BAFF) Advisory Board Meeting: OCF staff attended monthly Advisory Board Meetings.  Ohio is one of seven states awarded a BAFF grant to participate in the BAFF demonstration project whose purpose is to help low income noncustodial parents become financially self-sufficient. The board was created as a way to sustain the project after the federal grant funding ends.

Fatherhood /BAFF State Summit Planning Committee: OCF Staff attended bi-weekly steering committee planning meeting to prepare for the upcoming Fatherhood/BAFF State Summit scheduled for June 30, 2012 at Columbus State Community College. The Columbus Urban League is partnering with the BAFF program to provide this joint conference.

BAFF Webtalks: OCF staff participated in three webtalks organized by the federal BAFF program manager, the Lewin Group.  The webtalks focus on topics of interest to the state participants such as data collection, recruitment and retention.  Members of the Lewin group will attend the June 30th Fatherhood/ BAFF State Summit in Columbus.

Federal
Federal Program Improvement Plan (PIP): OCF staff met with Joan Van Hull, Bureau Chief, Outcome Management, and Office of Children/Families to learn more about the Program Improvement Plan and how the commission can continue to help.  We reported on the Commissions deliverables in the PIP during quarter six which ended April 2012. 
U.S. Representative Danny K Davis Teleconference: OCF staff discussed the various responsible fatherhood activities in Ohio with staff from U.S. Representative Danny K Davis’ (IL-07) Office located in Washington D.C.  
Other Meetings of  Note
Forever Dads Program Visit: The Director traveled to Zanesville at the invitation of Burl Lemon, Executive Director of Forever Dads which works with fathers in several underserved Appalachian counties.  OCF previously funded this Forever Dads.  The Director met with several community partners that have helped to sustain and expand services. Forever Dads is a model for how to regionalize fatherhood programming throughout Ohio.

Pickaway Correctional Institution Visit: The Director traveled to Orient to meet with members of the Offender Network for Employment to Stop Recidivism (O.N.E. – STOP Program).  The program is a collaboration of several groups including the Ohio Department of Rehabilitation and Correction, the Ohio Department of Job and Family Services as well as local workforce development partners, re-entry organizations, and faith-based and community organizations.
Fatherhood Practitioners Meetings:  The Director met with the leaders of two grass roots fatherhood programs to learn more about their mission and scope of services as well as to share information about the Ohio Commission on Fatherhood and current OCF-funded programs.  She met with staff from:
· Men Who Are Fathers which serves men in Cuyahoga County
· Sacred Bond which serves fathers and sons in Columbus Ohio
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